
2023-24 Parent Handbook
Principal: Xochitl V. Prieto

Vice Principal: Gloria De Hoyos Tapia
2161 Potomac Ave.

Bakersfield, CA 93307
Office: (661) 631-5380
Attendance: Option #1

Office Hours: 7:30 a.m.– 4:00 p.m.
School Opens: 8:20 a.m.

Breakfast: 8:20 a.m. – 8:40 a.m.
Class Start Time: 8:50 a.m.

Late Start (once a month): 10:50 a.m.





Mt. Vernon Elementary
Vision

Mt. Vernon will be a model school in Kern
County which nurtures personalized success for

all students!

Mission
Mt. Vernon educates students at the highest
level of excellence by preparing all students to
be innovative, collaborative, compassionate and

21st Century Ready!

Our Motto: MTV Eagles Dream it, Believe it,
Achieve it!



Parent Bell Schedule and Important Dates



School Map



Attendance is VITAL to your child’s Education
Regular attendance is essential to a student’s success in school. Most subjects are taught in
sequence, requiring the understanding of each concept in the order of its presentation.
Chronic absenteeism creates a genuine hardship for a student and at Mt. Vernon
Elementary your child’s attendance and engagement is taken very seriously.
Please try to make doctor appointments so they will not interrupt the school day. Every
minute of instruction counts. As your child misses, those minutes begin to add up.

Attendance Incentives
At Mt. Vernon, your child will
earn rewards for attending
school every day on time.
Perfect Attendance for the
entire quarter will be
recognized at the Mt. Vernon
Awards Assemblies. Your
child may earn many prizes
for perfect attendance but
the most important reason for
attendance is your child’s
academic and social
emotional success.

Absences

When calling our attendance
line please give your student’s
name, teacher's name, date
of absence and the reason
for the absence. If you
cannot call, please send a
note with your child the day

they return to school. If your student has a doctor’s appointment, please do not keep your
student home the entire day, bring your student back to school. Every minute at school is
important.

Tardiness
Any Transitional Kindergarten- 6th grade student arriving after 8:50 a.m. is considered tardy.
Our school staff is committed to promoting regular school attendance and promptness, as
these skills will help in building healthy habits for life. Please send or bring your child to
school on time.
 



REMINDER: Anyone picking up your student before school is dismissed must be on the
Student Information Contact Record. The person must have a photo I.D. at time of pick-up.
For your child’s safety, we will not release your student to that person. You may not call and
give us a verbal “OKAY” over the phone. Student Safety is our Priority.

Bakersfield City School District Late Start Days
For Collaboration/Professional Development 

Late Start Days, held on the days listed below, will give teachers and principals
important time to collaborate as teams and plan the instructional next steps for

the students. Gates open at 10:20 a.m. and classes start at 10:50 a.m.
Breakfast will be served.

Late Start Dates
(one Thursday per month)

September 14, 2023

October 19, 2023

November 16, 2023

December 14, 2023

January 25, 2024

February 22, 2024

March 14, 2024

April 25, 2024



Visiting the Campus

The Front Office will be open from 7:30 am - 4:00 pm Mon. - Fri. (except on District
Assigned Late Start Days). If you would like to speak to administration or your child’s
teacher, that will be allowed by appointment only.

Raptor:
What is the Raptor System? Raptor is a visitor management system that enhances school
security by reading a visitor's drivers' license (or other approved government issued ID),
comparing information against a sex offender database to alert school administrators and
District police if a match is found.

ALL visitors will be required to show a valid Identification Card (ID). Visitors will not be
allowed on campus without a valid ID. When visiting, report to the front office to sign-in and
get a Visitor Pass through the Raptor System. The pass must be worn at all times on campus
and you must remain in the location you indicated when signing in. If you would like a
Parent teacher conference, that will be by appointment only during non-instructional time.

Volunteers
All volunteers must complete and submit a District Volunteer Form and wait for approval
from the school principal before coming onto the campus. Once a volunteer is approved,
all volunteers must sign in daily in the front office and obtain and wear a Volunteer Pass at
all times while on campus.
 

Medication
If your student needs to take medication during school hours you must request an
AUTHORIZATION FOR ANY MEDICATION TAKEN DURING SCHOOL HOURS form from the front
office. This form must be completed by your child's Physician or Licensed Health Care
Provider before medication can be dispensed. Notify the front office if your child is on or
needs to be on a Section 504 Accommodation Plan for a medical condition or disability.  
Make sure that the following has been done:
1. Must be clearly marked as to the name and type of medication.
2. Must be in the original container.
3. Medication must carry a prescription label with the child's name, drug identity, dosage

instructions, doctor’s name, and date prescribed.
4. The medication and prescription must be current.
5. Indicate if refrigeration is necessary.



Do you know where your child is?
Make arrangements and discuss with your child where you expect them to go after school,
how they are going to get there, and what time you expect them to arrive. Make
arrangements in advance and advise them not to go home with others. Please complete
the Getting Home Slip your child’s teacher will send home and return it to the school.

1st – 2nd grade students will be allowed to walk home alone or with siblings with a written
note signed by parent/guardian giving your child permission to walk home. If the office or
the teacher does not receive a note giving permission, your child will NOT be allowed to
walk home for their own safety.   

Report Safety Concerns
If you are aware of any potential problems or unsafe conditions, please notify school

officials immediately at 631-5380
Call the police for problems that happen off campus

Sheriff Department
Non-Emergency: 861-3110

Emergency: 911 
Bakersfield Sheriff’s Department
Non-Emergency:(661) 861-3110

Emergency: 911
 

Fire Department
326-1626





Mt. Vernon Drop off and Pick Up Procedures Continued

➢School Gate will open at 8:20 a.m. – DO NOT drop off your child
earlier, as there will be no supervision.

 
➢Children WILL NOT be released from the curbside without an

adult escort to take them across the street. Please park your
car and walk over to your student. Please do not park across
the street and call your child over to you while you are in the
car.

 

➢Parents are encouraged to park in the spaces provided,
allowing them to walk over, retrieve their children and escort
them back.

 
➢Do not park in blue painted handicapped areas. These are only

to be used by those with placards or license plates.
 

Thank You for Keeping our Students Safe!
 



Mt. Vernon Elementary
School-Wide Discipline System

Mt. Vernon is committed to creating a safe and positive learning environment for all children,
staff, and parents. We will utilize Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) as our
framework for school-wide discipline.

PBIS 4 Core’s

1. TEACH

✓ All students will be taught The Eagle 5 Behavior Expectations throughout the year at
the beginning of every quarter and every week.

2. REINFORCE

✓ Mt. Vernon Eagles following The Eagle 5 Behavior Expectations will earn daily, weekly,
and monthly prizes.

3. REDIRECT/CORRECT

✓ Mt. Vernon Eagles NOT following The Eagle 5 Behavior Expectations will be redirected,
corrected, and given consequences for their behavior.

4. SEEK SUPPORT

✓ Teachers, Staff, Students and Parents may seek additional help for behavior support
(speak to office personnel for assistance).









Conduct and Discipline

Bakersfield City school district sends home the, “Guide for Parents & Students”
at the beginning of every school year. This guide provides vital information that
will help you and your child throughout the school year. In pages 55-76 you will
find the Conduct and Discipline that the district and school abide by.


